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HAYS, KAN.--Plans to renovate Fort Hays State University's historic Sheridan Coliseum
received a big boost this week when the Mobil Foundation presented a check for $50,000 to
FHSU President Edward H. Hanunond. The presentation took place at Mobil's offices in New
York City.
"Mobil is pleased to join the effort to preserve for posterity this beautiful Kansas
landmark," said AF. Stancell, Vice President of U.S. Producing Operations for Mobil's
Exploration and Producing Division. "And, as a major sponsor of the performing arts, we're
especially pleased that the restoration of this historic building involves its conversion into a
1,200-seat performing arts center."
Hammond cited Mobil as an exemplary corporate citizen whose contribution "will help t o
keep Hays in the spotlight as the cultural and entertainment center for Western Kansas."
The Coliseum, which opened in 1917, hosted the first Grand Opera ever performed in
Western Kansas, and later was the site of a series of nationally acclaimed music festivals.
During its 70-year history, the Coliseum has served as a gymnasium, auditorium, classroom
facility, the conununity's civic auditorium, performing arts theater and animal show arena.
Its restoration will include the addition of a new centralized student services facility and
administrative offices.
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